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sturre never so lytle, incontinent to set upon them. And moreover
previlie and secretlye (for openlie it maye not be done by the truce
that is taken) privilie therefore I saye to make muche of some Piere
of Englande, that is bannished hys countrey, whiche muste cleime
title to the crowne of the realme, and affirme hym selfe juste in-
herytoure thereof, that by this*subtill meanes they maye holde to them
the kinge, in whome elles they have but small truste and affiaunce.
Here I saye, where so great and heyghe matters be in consultation,
where so manye noble and wyse menne counsel! theyr kynge onelie
to \varre, here yf I selie man shoulde rise up and will them to tourne
over the leafe, and learne a newe lesson, sayinge that my counsell as
not to medle with Italy, but to tarye sty 11 at home, and that the kynge-
dome of Fraunce alone is almooste greater, then that it maye well
be governed of one man: so that the kynge shoulde not nede to studye
Jhowe to gette more; and then shoulde propose unto them the decrees
of the people that be called the Achoriens, whiche be situate over
agaynste the Ilande of Utopia on the south-easte side. These
Achoriens ones made warre in their kinges quarrell for to gette him
another kingdome, which he laide claime unto, and avaunced hmyselfe
ryghte inheritoure to the crowne thereof, by the tytle of an olde
aliaunce.
At the last when they had gotten it, an sawe that they hadde even
as muche vexation and trouble in kepynge it, as they had in gettynge
It, and that either their newe conquered subjects by sundrye occasions
were makynge day lye insurrections to rebel 1 againste them, or els that
other countreis were continuallie with divers inrodes and forragynges
Invadynge them: so that they were ever fighting either for them, or
agaynste them, and never coulde breake up theyr campes: Seyng
them selves in the meane season pylled and impoverished: their money
caried out of the realme: their own men killed to maintaine the glorye
of an other nation: when they had no warre, peace nothinge better
then warre, by reason that their people in war had so inured them-
selves to corrupte and wicked maners: that they had taken a delite
and pleasure in robbinge and stealing: that through manslaughter
they had gathered boldnes to mischiefe: that their lawes were had in
contempte, and nothing set by or regarded: that their king beynge
troubled with the charge and governaunce of two kingdomes, could
not nor was not hable perfectlie to discharge his office towards them
both: seing againe that all these evelles and troubles were endles: at
the laste layde their heades together, and like faithfull and lovinge
subjectes gave to their kynge free choise and libertie to kepe styll
the one of these two kingdoms whether he would: alleginge that he
was not ha'ble to kepe both, and that they were mo then might well
be governed of halfe a king: forasmuche as no man woulde be con-
tent to take him for his mulettour, that kepeth an other mans moyles